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Fiscal Note

The Streamlining Commission recommendation directs the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration to continue to pursue
the strategic deployment of mitigation funds to provide quicker start and faster completion of projects.

Through the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2007 and several other emergency supplemental bills, over $15
billion in projects were authorized for an upgraded hurricane protection system for New Orleans and the surrounding
parishes.  Federal law requires The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to mitigate for impacts to waters of the U.S. associated
with the construction of the hurricane protection system. Mitigation options are still being evaluated.  The Corps has stated
that between $200M - $700M will be spent to satisfy this requirement.  One of the strategic options currently being evaluated
is to apply the mitigation funds toward selected Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) projects.  This would be a one-time, non-
recurring opportunity and these funds can only be used for restoration projects.  The state’s cost share for the LCA
restoration projects is 35% and these mitigation funds would be utilized for both the state and federal cost responsibilities of
the selected projects.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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